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INNOVATIVE & BOLD COMMUNITY BASED TOURISM
-MARA NABOISHO CONSERVANCY TAKES ON A NEW AND UNIQUE APPROACH-

NAIROBI, November 23rd, 2010 – Mara Naboisho Conservancy, takes on a new bold and innovative approach to community based tourism dubbed "tourism with a conscience”. Mara Naboisho Conservancy is located in Narok South district within the Great Rift Valley and borders the world famous Maasai Mara National Reserve.

Naboisho, which in Maasai means "coming together”, is a community driven initiative to create a wildlife conservation and tourism area that supports the livelihoods of the landowners and surrounding communities.  The core conservation area for the conservancy comprises of over 200 km2, which is dedicated to wildlife conservation. “The spill- over effect on wildlife from the surrounding areas stocking up animal concentrations in Mara Naboisho is remarkable”, says Dickson Ole Kaelo the acting manager of the conservancy “the estimated density of lions is already as high as or higher than the Ngorongoro Crater in Tanzania Crater, a sure sign of a healthy ecosystem”.

The formation of the conservancy has been a long process involving over 500 landowners, Basecamp Foundation,, Basecamp Explorer, Koiyaki Guiding School and tourism partners. “Early indications that landowners in Mara Naboisho felt threatened by droughts, land subdivision and poverty emerged in 2006 when they approached Basecamp Foundation to support them in forming a conservancy. It is a major strength that the Maasai themselves were the initiators of the vision of forming the “Mara Naboisho Conservancy”, says Judy Kepher-Gona, the CEO of Basecamp Foundation Kenya. 

The core objectives and benefits of the conservancy will be to support the biodiversity conservation and the socio cultural heritage of the region while generating income and jobs for the community using tourism as the economic driver. It will offer additional benefits like health care, clean energy and empowerment of the local people through education and skills training.


“Basecamp Foundation will partner with Mara Naboisho Conservancy to provide support for a development strategy including long–term financial security for the Koiyaki guide school as well as the surrounding Maasai people. This initiative will change the face of community involvement in Kenya’s tourism,” says Dr Lars Lindkvist of Basecamp Foundation and continues “Mara Naboisho Conservancy demonstrates an equitable and sustainable partnership between Maasai landowners, tourism investors and conservation interests.” Naboisho will become   a showcase for sustainable tourism and viable investments. This fact is proven by the formation strong tourism partnerships with some of the leading tourism companies with excellent track records in sustainable tourism. Tourism partners, who have committed to invest into the conservancy beside Basecamp Explorer, are Gamewatchers Safaris & Porini Camps, Kicheche Mara Camp, African Encounter and Rekero Camp Ltd”. 

Mara Naboisho Conservancy will be officially launched on the 6th of December in the Mara Naboisho Conservancy. To celebrate the launch Basecamp Foundation has also organised a special seminar, which will be held on the 7th of December at The National Museums of Kenya, Louis Leaky Auditorium, from 2.00pm. The seminar will be graced by Justine Francis and Hitesh Mehta among other speakers. Justine Francis is the founder and Managing Director of www.responsibletravel.com UK one of the worlds’ leading travel agent for eco-holidays, Justine also founded the world’s most prestigious Award scheme for responsible travel, “the Virgin Holidays Responsible Tourism Awards”. Hitesh Mehta is  a leading authority on  holistic eco-planning and eco-lodge design. Hitesh will launch his new book “Authentic Ecolodges”,  in Kenya on 11th December 2010.

Basecamp Explorer and Basecamp Foundation have for the past 13 years jointly developed sustainable tourism ventures (eco-tourism) in Kenya, India, France and Svalbard. As one of Kenya’s most awarded tourism organisations Basecamp continues to provide leadership in sustainable tourism development and is proud to be behind Mara Naboisho Conservancy.
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